
Money. Too much of it. Not enough of it. Up and down and all around in the current economy, money buys happiness and beauty; it 
also causes despair and destruction. Nelson Mandela once said that money would not "create success," but that the "freedom to 
make it will."

For several artists in the new avant-garde, however, the freedom to make things out of money might ring more true when it comes to 
success. Long overlooked for its aesthetic principles, these days, money is not just a physical or abstract means by which people 
obtain art and, thus beauty; it has become an objet d'art. The street artist Banksy may have captured the hype and irony behind the 
overpriced, ostentatious art market in his film Exit Through the Gift Shop, but until now, no artist -- or artistic exhibition -- has directly overpriced, ostentatious art market in his film Exit Through the Gift Shop, but until now, no artist -- or artistic exhibition -- has directly 
commented on the role of money in both American art and life by using it as the medium itself.

Made of 81,895 pieces cut from 1,121 U.S. Dollar bills, Mark Wagner's "Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death" -- a 17-by-six-foot 
decoupage homage to the Statue of Liberty -- directly answers the question of what Americans can create with their money. 
Originally commissioned in a larger format for an unnamed heiress, "Give Me Liberty" -- a smaller version at Chelsea's Pavel Zoubok 
Gallery through August 13 -- weaves in mythic, historical and metaphoric narratives about America using nothing but glue and every Gallery through August 13 -- weaves in mythic, historical and metaphoric narratives about America using nothing but glue and every 
centimeter of a dollar bill. To Wagner, anything more is superfluous.

"The dollar bill the is the most ubiquitous piece of paper in the United States. We handle 
it and use it every day, but we don't stop and look at it every day," said Wagner.
"Everyone worries about money, everyone has issues with money -- it's a better 
representation of America and Americana than even the flag.

"There's a lot wrapped up in that little piece of paper."

Wagner's display isn't the only act to draw in spectators with the almighty dollar, though atWagner's display isn't the only act to draw in spectators with the almighty dollar, though at
 $1,300, his might be the most economical. Across and uptown, the Guggenheim is 
currently showcasing Hans Peter-Feldmann's "$100,000" a literal exhibition of 100,000 $1 
bills lining the walls of its tower gallery. The idea arose from Feldmann's award of the 
$100,000 Biennial Hugo Boss prize for his contribution to the contemporary art world.

According to Guggenheim curator Katherine Brinson, Feldmann's "$100,000" reminds 
gallery-goers that dollar bills, like artworks, have no inherent worth beyond what society 
invests in them. However, the piece, she added, is actually less about the symbolism of invests in them. However, the piece, she added, is actually less about the symbolism of 
capitalist excess than it is about the mass-produced image.
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